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King County Green Building Program
Updated 7/19/06

Financial Incentives for Green Building
Funding Source Resource Eligibility Use of Funds Amount Funding Date

Application 
Due Date

Compton Foundation www.comptonfoundation.org 501c3 Environmental Sustainability Varies
Upon approval of 
request 3/15 or 9/7

Kongsgaard-Goldman 
Foundation www.kongsgaard-goldman.org 501c3

Environmental Protection and 
Conservation $1k-$15k 8/31, 2/29

Pre-App: 3/16, 
9/16 Final 
proposal: 4/30, 
10/31

Flintridge Foundation www.flintridgefoundation.org

No unsolicited apps- 
must submit an 
Introductory Form 
and be invited to 
submit a proposal. 

Preservation & restoration of 
native ecosystems in the Pacific 
NW $15k-$20k

April & 
September Rolling. 

Weeden Foundation www.weedenfdn.org
no capital 
campaigns

Programs that serve as 
organizational models by 
providing genuinely unusual & 
effective approaches to natural 
resource conservation 0

March, June, 
October

Jan 15, April 15, 
Aug 15

EPA Brownfields Loan 
Guide

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/vcp/L
oan%20Guide.pdf 

501c3 or public-
owned land. Contaminated soils reclaimed. 

Depends on 
project. Rolling Rolling

Department of Ecology
Public Participation 
Grant www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/0407013.html

Citizen groups and 
501c3s 

Public Participation Grant- to help 
people participate in decisions 
made at hazardous waste sties 
and projects that promote proper 
waste management practices by 
citizens and businesses. Varies. July 1 Nov. 1

Dept. of Ecology- 
Water Quality 
Financial Assistance

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/f
unding/funding.html

Citizen groups and 
501c3s 

Water Quality Financial 
Assistance- improve water quality 
or community pollution prevention 
education Varies. Rolling Rolling

Puget Sound Energy 
Rebate Program

http://www.pse.com/solutions/builder
Rebates.aspx

Must meet Energy 
Star guidelines 
established by PSE. 

Up to $700 for Energy Star 
qualified natural gas furnaces, 
appliances, lighting and energy 
efficient natural gas water 
heaters.

Rebates, 
varied.

Up to 6 weeks to 
process Rolling

Betterbricks Lab 
Network

www.betterbricks.com/default.aspx?p
id=article&articleid=583&typeid= PNW

Lighting Design and Daylighting 
Assistance Services Rolling Rolling

Laird Norton 
Foundation www.lairdnorton.org

PNW, not capital 
campaigns, 501c3

Env. sustainability, Education, 
Conservation $7500-$20k

11/11 & 12 or 
4/14 & 15

LOI: 9/9 or 2/3, 
completed 
proposals: 10/12 
or 3/15

The Russell Family 
Foundation www.trff.org

Not for capital 
construction, 501c3 Environmental Sustainability Up to $250k

Upon approval of 
request

LOI due 1/16 and 
7/17

Kresge Foundation www.kresge.org
501c3, must have a 
paid staff Facility needs $25k to $100k Rolling Rolling
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Home Depot 
Foundation 
Environmental Grants www.homedepotfoundation.org 501c3

Sustainable & Green Building 
Practices, Clean up and 
Recycling

Closed for 2005 
due to 
Hurricane 
Katrina

June, Sept., 
December, March

April 15, July 15, 
October 15, 
January 15

Enterprise Foundation www.enterprisefoundation.org 501c3 Housing Up to $50k Rolling Rolling

King County Water 
Quality Block Grant 
Fund http://dnr.metrokc.gov/waterworks/

Within the King 
County Wastewater 
Treatment Division 
Service Area. 

Community projects that protect 
or improve watersheds, streams, 
rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
tidewater. Improve water quality & 
water dependent habitats or 
demonstrate the beneficial use of 
biosolids or reclaimed water Up to $50k Rolling

See specific 
program for 
deadlines

King County Wild 
Places in City Spaces

http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/pi/grant-
exchange/wildplaces.htm

Inside Urban Growth 
Are (see map)

Urban reforestation and Habitat 
Restoration

Microgrants, 
Small Change 
and 
Competitive Rolling

See specific 
program for 
deadlines

King County Rural 
Community 
Partnership Grant

http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/pi/grant-
exchange/RCPG.htm

Inside the Rural 
Drainage Program 
Service area, 
exclusive of 
incorporated areas

Water quality, Drainage, Water-
dependent habitat

Up to $35k: 
Microgrants, 
Small Change 
and 
Competitive Rolling

See specific 
program for 
deadlines

King County 
Community Salmon 
Fund www.nfwf.org/programs/csf/king.cfm

King County; South 
Snohomish basins 
that drain into the 
Sammamish River 
or Lake Washington

Salmon habitat on private 
property Up to $75k

Upon acceptance 
of application Nov.

Natural Resources 
Stewardship Network

http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/pi/grant-
exchange/NRSN.htm

Non-profits, schools, 
cities, tribes and 
special districts

Urban reforestation and Habitat 
Restoration; Urban Forestry 
Education and Outreach up to $30k Rolling

See specific 
program for 
deadlines

King County 
Microgrant http://dnr.metrokc.gov/waterworks/

Focus on lakes, 
environmental 
careers, salmon 
habitat and be 
located within the 
King County 
Wastewater 
Treatment Division 
Service Area. 

Focus on lakes, environmental 
careers, salmon habitat and be 
located within the Wastewater 
Treatment Division Service Area. up to $500 Rolling No deadline

King County Small 
Change for a Big 
Difference http://dnr.metrokc.gov/waterworks/

Focus on lakes, 
environmental 
careers, salmon 
habitat and be 
located within the 
King County 
Wastewater 
Treatment Division 
Service Area. 

Focus on lakes, environmental 
careers, salmon habitat and be 
located within the Wastewater 
Treatment Division Service Area. $500 to $2500 Rolling

March 1, May 1, 
July 1, Sept. 1, 
Nov. 1
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King County 
Competitive http://dnr.metrokc.gov/waterworks/

Focus on lakes, 
environmental 
careers, salmon 
habitat and be 
located within the 
King County 
Wastewater 
Treatment Division 
Service Area. 

Focus on lakes, environmental 
careers, salmon habitat and be 
located within the Wastewater 
Treatment Division Service Area. Over $2500 Rolling

March 1 and July 
1

WA Dept of Ecology www.2good2toss.com
In WA; not for resale  
or retail. 

Materials exchange for housing 
and commercial materials

Materials 
exchange Rolling Rolling

Federal- 5-year 
Accelerated Capital 
Depreciation for Solar 
Energy Property Tax adviser or consultant See tax consultant. 

Equipment that uses solar energy 
to generate electricity may be 
depreciated at an accelerated 
rate. 

100% of 
equipment 
costs over 5 
years. Annual Annual 

Federal Solar Energy 
Financing Programs www.nrel.gov/ncpv/pdfs/26242.pdf

Similar to a business 
loan. 

Federal incentives and funding 
initiatives for business and 
residential solar systems- 
financing, mortgage and loan 
programs

Financing, 
mortgage and 
loan programs Rolling Rolling

PSE Renewable 
Energy Programs c/o 
Bonneville 
Environmental 
Foundation www.b-e-f.org/grants/PSEguide.shtm PSE customer

Projects that generate electricity, 
new environmentally low-impact 
wind, geothermal, solar, 
hydroelectric and certain biomass 
and waste to energy projects.

Up to 50% of 
capital costs for 
solar 
installation. Rolling Rolling

Federal- Solar and 
Geothermal Business 
Energy Tax Credit

www.mdv-
seia.org/federal_incentives.htm

Commercial/ 
Industrial Sectors

Solar water heat, active solar 
space heat, solar thermal process 
heat, photovoltaics, geothermal 
electric

10% maximum, 
limit $25,000 
per year plus 
25% of the total 
remaining after 
the credit is 
taken. Rolling Rolling

WA State Tax 
Incentive for the 
production of Solar, 
Methane, and Wind 
Power http://dor.wa.gov

Individuals, 
businesses and local 
government entities 
not in the light and 
power business or 
gas distribution 
business

Tax incentives for the production 
of Solar, Methane, and Wind 
Power

Up to $2,000 
per year

For prior fiscal 
year By 8/1; annually

City of Seattle- Built 
Green Multi-Family 
Incentive Program

www.seattle.gov/sustainablebuilding/i
ncentives/builtgreen_incentive.htm SCL/SPU customers

Technical assistance for multi-
family projects that utilize Built 
Green standards Services Rolling Rolling

City of Seattle- 
Neighborhood 
Matching Fund www.seattle.gov/neighborhoods

Neighborhood and 
community groups 
working with the City 
of Seattle

Funds to carry out locally initiated 
planning, organizing or 
improvement projects in 
partnership with the City of 
Seattle. 

Small & Simple-
up to $15k; 
Large Projects 
Fund up to 
$100k Rolling Rolling
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Seattle City Light and 
Seattle Public Utilities- 
LEED incentive 
program

www.cityofseattle.net/light/conserve/s
ustainability/leed/cv5_lds1.htm SCL/SPU customers Technical assistance Services Rolling Rolling

Seattle City Light- 
Building 
Commissioning 
Assistance

www.seattle.gov/light/conserve/busin
ess/bdgcoma/cv5_bca.htm SCL/SPU customers

Seattle City Light will help fund a 
commissioning plan. $5k to $10k Rolling Rolling

Seattle City Light- 
Water Smart 
Technology Program 

www.savingwater.org/business_WST
P.htm SCL/SPU customers

Offers technical assistance and 
financial incentives to install water 
technologies

Rebates, up to 
50% of 
implementing 
water efficient 
equipment Rolling Rolling

Seattle City Light- 
Energy Efficiency 
Financial Incentives

www.seattle.gov/light/conserve/busin
ess/cv5_esd.htm SCL/SPU customers

Rebates for installing equipment 
and controls which provide 
electrical energy savings beyond 
code requirements

Partial 
Reimbursemen
t for 
professional 
fees. Rolling Rolling

Seattle City Light- Built 
Smart

www.seattle.gov/light/Conserve/Resi
dent/BSbinder/cv5_bs22.html SCL/SPU customers

Financial incentives to design and 
build energy and resource 
efficient market rate and 
affordable multi-family housing 

Sliding scale of 
incentives 
based on 
Green points 
achieved Rolling Rolling
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